Personal or Institutional Connections
The Almohad chronicler Ibn .
Sā . hib a . s-. Salāt (d.  / ) reports that Ibn Rušd accompanied the caliph Abū Ya#qūb Yūsuf (r. -) on his failed campaign against the fortress of Wabda/Huete in  / . 1 The chronicler points out that the caliph had around him some scholars called the . talabat al-. ha . dar, "the court scholars, " and that he conducted a study session with them while his troops were fighting to take the fortress. He seems to blame his absence from combat caused by this session for the defeat of the Muslims.
The . talaba held one of the highest ranks within the Almohad hierarchy, and they were divided into two classes, .
talabat al-muwa . accompanied the caliph and assisted him with reading and interpreting the Koran and the works of the mahdī Ibn Tūmart. 2 Thus, they were the institutional preservers of the Almohad doctrine.
Ibn Rušd was, no doubt, a member of the caliph's inner circle, which does not mean that he was one of the . talaba. The Almohads had conquered Cordova in , and as early as  /  he must have met the Almohad sultan #Abd al-Mu"min (r. -) in Marrakech. In his Middle Commentary on Aristotle's book On the Heavens, when he offers evidence for the spherical shape of the earth, Ibn Rušd says:
The star Canopus (Suhayl) is not seen in this our land, i.e., the Peninsula of al-Andalus, but it is said that it is seen from the mountain of Canopus (Fuengirola). 3 It is seen in the land of the Berbers, beyond the sea that stretches between us and them, called the Strait. When in Marrakech in the year , I saw a star, which is not seen from our country, on Mount Daran, it was said to be Canopus. 4 In his monograph on Ibn Rušd, 5 the Moroccan philosopher Mu . hammad #Ābid al-Ǧābirī (d. ) follows al-#Abbās ibn Ibrāhīm al-Marrākušī, author of a biographical repertory, 6 stating that Ibn Rušd went to help the sultan #Abd al-Mu"min "perhaps to organize the schools that the latter had founded in Marrakesh. " 7 But al-#Abbās al-Marrākušī (d. ) is a modern source, and the information itself is conjectural.
Ibn Rušd had not written his first philosophical works at that time. As for his Middle and Long Commentaries on Aristotle, the historian #Abd al-Wā .
hid al-Marrākušī reports that the caliph Abū Ya#qūb Yūsuf had complained to Abū Bakr ibn .
Tufayl about the difficulty of understanding Aristotle and expressed the desire that someone would paraphrase his works. Ibn .
Tufayl was too old, too busy, he complained, and passed the order on to Ibn Rušd, who explicitly says: "And so it came to pass
